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Polly’s  Surprise 

One  morning  Polly  was  very  happy. 
In  her  hand  she  had  a basket. 

In  the  basket  there  was  a surprise. 
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It  was  a surprise  for  the  children 
at  school. 

Polly  was  a very  happy  little  girl 
that  morning. 

Soon  Miss  Brown  came  by. 

" Hello,  Polly,”  called  Miss  Brown. 

" Hello,  Miss  Brown,”  said  Polly. 

" Do  you  want  to  see  what  I have 
in  my  basket  ? 

It  is  a surprise  for  the  children.” 
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Polly  lifted  the  lid  of  the  basket. 
" Oh,  Polly  ! ” said  Miss  Brown. 
" What  a pretty  surprise  ! 

How  the  children  will  like  it ! ” 
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Miss  Brown  and  Polly  came 
to  the  school. 

Polly  ran  into  the  room. 

She  was  very  happy. 

She  wanted  the  other  children 
to  see  the  surprise. 

" What  is  in  your  basket,  Polly  ? ” 
asked  Nancy. 
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" It  is  my  pet,”  said  Polly. 

" Can  you  guess  what  it  is  ? ” 

" Is  it  a bird  ? ” asked  Tom. 

" Is  it  a rabbit  ? ” asked  Nancy. 

" Is  it  a hen  ? ” asked  Roy. 

" No,  no,  no  ! ” said  Polly. 

" You  did  not  guess  it.” 
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When  Polly  lifted  the  lid 
of  the  basket,  out  came 
not  a bird, 
not  a rabbit, 
not  a hen, 
but  a kitten, 

a very  white  kitten. 
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" A kitten  ! A little  white  kitten ! ” 
cried  the  children. 

,f  Oh,  Polly ! ” said  Nancy. 

" Do  you  call  him  Whitie  ? ” 

" Yes,”  said  Polly. 

" I do  call  him  Whitie.” 

Whitie  purred  and  purred. 
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Fun  with  Whitie 

" Here  is  Whitie’s  ball,” 
said  Polly. 

" Watch  him  play  with  it.” 
Polly  took  the  ball 
out  of  the  basket. 

She  rolled  it  on  the  floor. 
Whitie  ran  after  it. 
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The  children  rolled  the  ball 
on  the  floor. 

Whitie  ran  after  it 
again  and  again. 

What  fun  for  Whitie  ! 

What  fun  for  the  children  ! 

" Come,  Whitie  ! ” called  Polly. 

" Come  to  me  ! ” 

Whitie  ran  to  Polly 
and  jumped  up  into  her  lap. 

Everyone  laughed  but  Whitie. 

Whitie  purred  and  purred. 

He  was  a very  happy  kitten. 
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" Pretty  Whitie  ! ” said  Polly. 

She  lifted  the  lid  of  the  basket. 

" It  is  time  to  go  home,” 

Polly  said  to  Whitie. 

She  put  Whitie  into  his  basket. 
She  put  down  the  lid. 

Whitie  purred  again. 

" Come  again,  Whitie,” 
said  all  the  children. 

" You  pretty  little  white  kitten,” 
said  Nancy. 

" Come  to  see  us  again,”  said  Tom. 
16 


Tricks  at  School 

" Hello,”  Nancy  called 
to  the  children. 

" Here  is  Bob. 

He  is  Mother’s  pet  dog. 
She  let  him  come  to  school 
to  do  his  tricks  for  us.” 
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" Shake  hands  with  me,  Bob,” 

said  Tom. 

"And  me!” 

"And  me ! ” 

"And  me ! ” 

cried  all  the  children. 
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Tom  held  out  his  hand  to  Bob, 
and  Bob  held  out  his  paw  to  Tom. 

Then  Bob  held  out  his  paw, 
first  to  one  of  the  children 
and  then  to  the  others. 

Then  Bob  rolled  over  and  over. 

What  a good  time  everyone  had  ! 


The  Party 

" Can  Bob  do  any  more  tricks  ? ” 
asked  Roy. 

" Oh,  yes,”  said  Nancy. 

" Get  me  the  little  table, 

and  Bob  will  have  a party.” 

Roy  ran  to  get  the  table. 

" Come,  Bob,”  said  Nancy, 

” you  are  going  to  have  a party.” 
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Bob  stood  up. 

He  put  his  front  paws 
up  on  the  table. 

Then  Nancy  got  some  crackers. 
She  put  one  in  front  of  Bob. 

" This  one  is  for  you,  Bob,” 
she  said. 

Bob  did  not  try  to  eat  it. 
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Nancy  put  another  cracker 
on  the  table. 

Then  she  put  another 
and  another. 

" One  for  Mother,  one  for  Father, 
and  one  for  Baby,”  said  Nancy. 

" Now  it  is  time  for  the  party.” 
Bob  did  not  move. 

" Where  is  Mother?”  asked  Nancy. 
She  looked  around. 

Bob  looked  around,  too. 

" She  is  not  here,”  said  Nancy. 

" Where  is  Father  ? ” 

Nancy  looked  around  again. 

Bob  looked  around,  too. 

" He  is  not  here,”  said  Nancy. 

" Where  is  Baby  ? ” 

Nancy  looked  around  again. 

" She  is  not  here.” 

22 


"No  one  came  to  your  party  ! ” 
said  Nancy. 

" So  you  may  eat  all  the  crackers, 
Bob.” 

Bob  ate  his  cracker. 

He  wagged  his  tail. 
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He  ate  another  cracker, 
then  another  and  another. 

He  wagged  his  tail  all  the  time. 

He  was  ready  for  another  party. 

The  children  laughed. 

" That  is  Bob’s  best  trick,” 
said  Nancy. 

" It  is  a very  funny  trick,” 
said  Polly. 

Then  Nancy  said  to  Bob, 

" Time  to  go  home  ! ” 

Bob  sat  up. 

He  held  up  his  front  paw. 

" Bow-wow  ! ” he  said. 

" His  bow-wow  is  his  good-by,” 
said  Nancy. 

" Come  again,  Bob,”  said  Roy. 

" We  shall  have  another  party 
for  you,”  said  Miss  Brown. 
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Who  Did  These  Things? 

Whitie  Bob  The  children 

Polly  Nancy  Miss  Brown 

1.  ? wagged  his  tail. 

2.  ? purred  and  purred. 

3.  ? lifted  the  lid  of  the  basket. 

4.  ? laughed. 

5 ?___  said  " Hello ” to  Polly. 

6. ? brought  Bob  to  school. 
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Miss  Brown’s  Surprise 

One  morning  Miss  Brown  said, 
" I have  a surprise  for  you. 

It  is  in  a box  under  my  desk. 

It  is  little. 

It  is  white. 

It  can  run. 

It  can  play. 

Guess  what  it  is.” 
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" Is  it  a dog  ? ” asked  Nancy. 
" Is  it  a duck  ? ” asked  Roy. 

" Is  it  a cat  ? ” asked  Polly. 

" No,”  said  Miss  Brown. 

" The  surprise  is  not  a dog. 

It  is  not  a duck. 

It  is  not  a cat.” 
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Then  the  children  heard 
a funny  noise. 

It  came  from  the  box 
under  Miss  Brown’s  desk. 

What  a funny  noise  it  was  ! 

" Baa ! Baa!  Baa!  Baa!” 

The  children  looked  at  Miss  Brown. 
Miss  Brown  laughed. 

" Tom,”  she  said,  " will  you 
help  me  pull  this  box 
from  under  my  desk  ? ” 

Tom  went  to  help  Miss  Brown. 
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Just  then  the  surprise  jumped 
right  out  of  the  box. 

It  was  little  and  white. 

It  jumped  right 
into  Miss  Brown’s  lap. 
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It  made  that  funny  noise  again. 

" Baa  ! Baa  ! Baa  ! Baa  ! ” 

The  children  laughed  and  laughed. 

" What  is  it,  Miss  Brown  ? ” 
they  asked. 

" It  is  a kid,”  said  Miss  Brown. 

" A kid  is  a baby  goat.” 

" Is  it  your  pet  ? ” asked  Polly. 

Miss  Brown  laughed. 

" No,  Polly,”  she  said, 

" this  little  goat  came  from  a farm. 

He  is  the  pet  of  Sally  and  Bill, 
who  live  there. 

They  have  let  us  have  him 
for  a visit.” 

" What  do  Sally  and  Bill  call 
their  pet  ? ” asked  Tom. 

" They  call  their  baby  goat 
Snowball,”  said  Miss  Brown. 
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The  kid  ran  all  around  the  room. 
He  jumped  up  on  everything. 

He  jumped  up  on  a table. 

Then  the  kid  jumped 
right  into  Miss  Brown’s  lap. 
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He  ran  around  the  room  again 
and  jumped  up  on  Miss  Brown’s  desk. 
He  looked  at  the  children. 

" Baa  ! Baa  ! ” he  said. 

How  Miss  Brown  and  the  children 
laughed ! 
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Snowball  Is  Hungry 

Soon  Snowball  tried  to  eat  a hat. 

He  tried  to  eat  the  flowers 
on  Miss  Brown’s  desk. 

He  tried  to  eat  Nancy’s  hair. 

" Stop  that,  Snowball ! ” 
said  Nancy. 

" Hair  is  not  good  to  eat, 
and  I want  my  hair.” 
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" What  should  Snowball  eat  ? ” 
asked  Nancy. 

" He  should  not  eat  everything. 
He  should  not  eat  hats. 

He  should  not  eat  flowers. 

He  should  not  eat  hair. 

What  should  a baby  goat  eat  ? ” 
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" Sally  and  Bill  said  to  give 
milk  to  the  baby  goat,” 

Miss  Brown  told  Nancy. 

The  children  got  Snowball 
some  milk. 

" Baa  ! Baa  ! ” said  Snowball 
when  he  saw  the  milk. 

" Let’s  give  him  milk  every  day,” 
said  Nancy. 
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"Now  you  may  take  Snowball 
out  into  the  yard,” 

Miss  Brown  told  the  children. 

" He  likes  milk. 

He  likes  grass. 

But  he  likes  weeds  best  of  all.” 
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When  the  children  took  Snowball 
out  into  the  yard,  he  ran  and  ran. 

" Baa  ! Baa  ! ” he  said. 

He  ate  some  grass. 

He  ate  some  weeds  too. 


" You  funny  kid,”  said  Roy. 

" You  like  to  drink  milk. 

You  like  to  eat  hats. 

You  like  to  eat  flowers. 

You  like  to  eat  hair. 

You  like  to  eat  grass  and  weeds 
But  you  like  to  eat  weeds 
best  of  all.” 
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Let’s  Hide  from  Snowball 

One  day  Snowball  and  the  children 
went  out  into  the  yard. 

Miss  Brown  went,  too. 

Snowball  ran  all  around  the  yard. 

Soon  he  got  hungry. 

He  began  to  eat  weeds  and  grass. 

" Let’s  hide  from  Snowball 
and  see  what  he  will  do,” 
said  Nancy. 
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" Yes,  let’s  hide  from  him,” 
said  all  the  children. 

Away  they  went  to  hide. 
Then  Tom  called, 

" Snowball ! Snowball ! ” 
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Snowball  looked  up. 

The  children  did  not  move. 

Snowball  could  not  see  them. 

" Baa  ! ” said  Snowball. 

" Snowball ! Snowball ! ” 
called  Tom  again. 

" Baa  ! Baa  ! ” said  Snowball. 

He  ran  all  around. 

He  looked  and  looked 
for  the  children. 

Then  he  saw  them. 

He  saw  Miss  Brown  too. 

He  ran  to  her  and  jumped 
right  into  her  lap. 

" Baa  ! ” he  said. 

He  looked  very  funny 
in  Miss  Brown’s  lap. 

How  Miss  Brown  and  the  children 
laughed ! 
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Fun  for  Snowball 
One  morning  Snowball  was  out 
in  the  yard. 

He  saw  a car. 

He  looked  at  a fender. 

He  jumped  up  on  it. 

" Baa  ! Baa  ! Baa  ! ” he  said. 
Then  down  he  went. 

What  fun  for  Snowball ! 
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Nancy  called  to  the  children, 
" Look  at  Snowball ! 

See  him  slide  down  a fender 
of  that  car.” 

" Oh,  Snowball ! ” cried  Roy. 

" You  must  stop  that. 

It  is  not  good  for  a fender.” 

Snowball  did  not  stop. 

He  jumped  up  on  a fender 
and  down  he  went  again. 

" Baa  ! Baa  ! ” he  said. 

What  fun  he  had  ! 

Then  Roy  ran  to  the  car. 

" Stop  that ! ” he  said, 

" or  I will  have  to  tie  you  up.” 

Snowball  looked  at  Roy. 

" Baa  ! Baa  ! ” he  said. 

He  did  not  want  Roy 
to  tie  him  up. 
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Snowball  jumped  up  on  a fender 
and  down  he  went  again. 

Then  Roy  did  tie  up  Snowball. 

" Baa  ! Baa  ! ” said  Snowball. 

He  was  not  happy. 

He  could  not  have  any  more  fun. 
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Thank  You  for  Snowball 


One  day  the  children 
in  Miss  Brown’s  room  had  a surprise. 

Sally  and  Bill  and  their  father 
came  to  visit  them. 

They  had  come  from  the  farm 
to  get  Snowball. 

" What  a big  kid  you  are  now, 
Snowball ! ” said  Bill. 
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" Yes,  it  is  time  for  Snowball 
to  go  back  to  the  farm,” 
said  Father. 

" Thank  you,  Sally  and  Bill ! 

Thank  you  for  Snowball,” 
said  the  children. 

" How  we  shall  miss  him  ! ” 

" Soon  he  will  be  a big  goat,” 
said  Sally. 

" Then  he  can  pull 
our  little  red  wagon.” 

" What  fun  ! ” said  Tom. 

" If  you  come  to  see  us, 
Snowball  will  give  you  a ride 
in  our  little  red  wagon,”  said  Bill. 

" We  will  come  ! ” 
cried  all  the  children. 

"We  will  come  to  see  Snowball 

and  ride  in  the  little  red  wagon  ! ” 
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All  the  children  went  to  the  car 
with  Snowball. 

Sally  got  into  the  front  seat 


with  her  father. 

Snowball  jumped  into  the  back  seat 
with  Bill. 
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" Do  you  want  another  pet 
from  the  farm  ? ” asked  Bill. 

" Yes,  Bill/’  said  Miss  Brown. 
"We  should  very  much  like 
to  have  a hen  that  will  set.” 

" Oh,”  said  Sally,  " you  may  have 
my  hen,  Biddy.” 

" Thank  you,  Sally,” 
said  the  children. 
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" Good-by,  Miss  Brown  ! 
Good-by,  children,”  called 
Sally,  Bill,  and  their  father. 

" Good-by ! Good-by! 

And  good-by  to  you,  Snowball ! ” 
called  all  the  children. 

Snowball  looked  out  of  the  car. 

" Baa  ! Baa  ! ” he  said. 

Then  away  went  the  car. 
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Yes  or  No? 


1.  Bob  came  in  a box. 

Yes. 

No. 

2.  Snowball  was  little. 

Yes. 

No. 

3.  Snowball  was  black. 

Yes. 

No. 

4.  Tom  ran  around  the  room. 

Yes. 

No. 

5.  Snowball  liked  weeds. 

Yes. 

No. 

6.  Whitie  ate  flowers. 

Yes. 

No. 

7.  Bob  jumped  into  the  car. 

Yes. 

No. 

8.  Snowball  went  back  to  the  farm. 
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Biddy  Comes  to  School 

The  children  heard  a noise. 

They  looked  up. 

There  were  Sally  and  Bill 
and  their  father. 

Father  had  a box. 

In  the  box  was  Sally’s  pet  hen. 

" Hello  ! ” said  the  children. 

" Hello  ! ” said  Sally  and  Bill. 

" I have  brought  you  my  pet  hen 
because  she  wants  to  set,” 
said  Sally. 

" Thank  you  ! ” cried  the  children. 

" It  is  hard  to  find  a hen 
that  will  set  in  school,”  said  Tom. 

" I know  Biddy  will  set  in  school. 

She  is  a good  mother  hen,” 
said  Sally. 
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Bill  let  Biddy  out  of  the  box. 

" Cluck  ! Cluck  ! ” said  Biddy 
when  Bill  let  her  out  of  the  box. 
She  looked  around  the  room. 
In  the  corner  she  saw  a nest 
made  of  clean  straw. 

There  was  an  egg  in  the  nest. 

" Cluck  ! Cluck  ! ” said  Biddy. 
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Biddy  did  not  wait. 

She  went  right  to  the  nest. 

She  saw  the  egg. 

She  sat  on  the  nest 
with  the  one  egg  under  her. 

Biddy  was  happy. 

" Cluck  ! Cluck  ! ” she  said. 

" Biddy  likes  her  nest. 

I know  she  is  going  to  set,” 
said  Sally. 

Then  Sally  held  out  a basket. 

" Here  are  twelve  eggs, 
twelve  big  brown  eggs, 
to  put  under  Biddy.” 

" Thank  you,  Sally,” 
said  all  the  children. 

" Some  day  these  twelve  eggs 
may  be  twelve  little  chickens,” 
said  Sally. 
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" Here  is  some  chicken  feed 
for  Biddy,”  said  Bill. 

"And  here  is  some 
for  her  little  chickens.” 

" Thank  you,  Sally  and  Bill, 
for  everything,”  said  Miss  Brown. 
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" How  can  we  help  Biddy 
while  she  sets  on  her  eggs  ? ” 
Polly  asked  Sally. 

" You  must  put  a pen 
around  her  nest,”  said  Sally. 

" You  must  keep  her  pen  clean. 

You  must  feed  her  and  give  her 
water  every  day.” 
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It  was  time  for  Sally  and  Bill 
to  go  home. 

" Good-by,”  said  Sally. 

" Be  good  to  my  Biddy.” 

"We  will  be  good  to  her,” 
said  Nancy. 

" We  will  make  her  a good  home.” 

" Good-by,”  called  Sally  and  Bill. 

" Good-by,”  called  the  children. 

" Thank  you  for  everything.” 

Sally  and  Bill  went  off 
in  the  car  with  their  father. 

" Now,  let’s  put  the  eggs 
under  Biddy,”  said  Roy. 

" Oh,  no,”  said  Miss  Brown. 

"We  must  wait. 

If  Biddy  is  on  her  nest 
tomorrow  morning,  we  shall  know 
that  she  wants  to  set.” 

58 


" I know  she  will  be  on  her  nest 
tomorrow  morning,”  said  Polly. 

" We  can  get  the  pen  ready,” 
said  Roy. 

The  children  went  to  work. 

They  made  a pen  and  put  it 
around  Biddy’s  nest. 

" Now  everything  is  ready 
for  Biddy  to  set,”  they  said. 
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Biddy  Wants  to  Set 

Biddy  sat  on  the  nest 
in  the  corner  all  that  day. 

She  did  not  move  from  it. 

When  the  children  came  to  school 
the  next  morning,  there  was  Biddy 
on  her  nest. 

" Biddy  does  want  to  set ! ” 
cried  the  children. 
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" Now,”  said  Miss  Brown,  " I know 
that  Biddy  wants  to  set.” 

Then  Miss  Brown  slipped 
the  one  egg  out  from  under  Biddy. 

"We  must  take  this  egg 
away  from  Biddy,”  she  said. 

" The  eggs  she  is  going  to  hatch 
must  all  be  put  under  her 
at  one  time.” 

"Cluck!  Cluck!  Cluck!” 
said  Biddy. 

Then  Miss  Brown  slipped 
one  of  the  twelve  big  brown  eggs 
under  Biddy. 

Miss  Brown  slipped 
another  brown  egg  under  Biddy, 
then  another  and  another. 

She  slipped  all  twelve  eggs 
under  Biddy. 
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Each  time  Miss  Brown 
slipped  an  egg  under  Biddy, 
Biddy  tried  to  help. 

Biddy  wanted  all  the  eggs 
in  the  nest  under  her. 

"Cluck!  Cluck!  Cluck!” 
said  Biddy. 
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A Long  Wait 

" When  will  the  chickens  hatch  ? ” 
Tom  asked  Miss  Brown. 

" In  twenty-one  days,  Tom,” 

Miss  Brown  told  him. 

" Twenty-one  days  will  never  come  ! 
That  is  a long  time  to  wait ! 
cried  the  children. 
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" Twenty-one  days  will  not  be 
very  long,”  said  Miss  Brown. 

" There  are  many  things  to  do.” 

" We  must  feed  Biddy  and  give  her 
water  every  day,”  said  Nancy. 

"We  must  keep  her  pen  clean,” 
said  Tom. 

" Biddy  and  her  babies  must  have 
a chicken  house  and  pen  in  the  yard. 

We  must  make  another  pen,” 
said  Miss  Brown. 

" That  will  take  a long  time,” 
said  Roy. 

Polly  put  an  X on  the  day 
that  Miss  Brown  had  set  Biddy 
on  her  twelve  big  brown  eggs. 

Then  Polly  put  another  X 
on  the  day  that  Biddy  should  hatch 
her  little  chickens. 
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" Let’s  put  an  X on  each 
of  the  twenty-one  days 
that  Biddy  must  set,”  said  Tom. 

" Twenty-one  days  is  a long  time ! ” 
said  the  children. 

One  day  Polly  brought  some  corn. 

Biddy  liked  the  com, 
so  the  children  gave  her 
some  every  day. 

The  next  day  Tom  brought  a worm. 

He  gave  it  to  Biddy. 

How  Biddy  liked  the  worm  ! 

Every  day  the  children  gave  her 
some  of  the  chicken  feed 
that  Bill  had  brought. 

Every  day  the  children  gave  Biddy 
some  water  to  drink. 

Every  day  the  children  brought 
Biddy  a worm. 
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One  day  Nancy  brought  Biddy 
some  grass. 

How  Biddy  liked  the  grass  ! 
She  got  off  her  nest 
in  the  corner. 

She  scratched  and  scratched 

about  in  the  grass. 
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Another  day  Polly  cried, 

" Look  at  Biddy  ! ” 

Biddy  was  turning  her  eggs, 
one  by  one. 

" Biddy  is  a good  mother,” 
said  Miss  Brown. 

" She  knows  that  turning  her  eggs 

will  help  to  hatch  her  chicks.” 
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Biddy  had  set  on  the  brown  eggs 
day  after  day. 

Then  Miss  Brown  said, 

" Biddy  is  a good  mother  hen.” 

" She  eats  her  chicken  feed 
each  day,”  said  Nancy. 

" She  drinks  her  water 
each  day,”  said  Roy. 

" We  see  her  turning  her  eggs 
each  day,  too,”  said  Polly. 

" I know  that  Biddy  will  hatch 
her  chicks,”  said  Miss  Brown. 
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Peep!  Peep! 

Tom  came  to  school  very  early 

the  next  morning. 

It  was  the  day  for  Biddy 

to  hatch  her  little  chickens. 

" Peep  ! Peep  ! ” Tom  heard. 

He  ran  to  Biddy’s  nest. 

Six  little  chickens  looked  out 

from  under  Biddy. 
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Tom  had  never  seen  chicks 
just  out  of  the  shell. 

Soon  Miss  Brown  came. 

" Oh,  Miss  Brown  ! ” cried  Tom. 

" Biddy  has  some  little  chickens.” 
Just  then  Nancy  came 
into  the  room. 

" Nancy ! Nancy  ! ” cried  Tom. 

" Biddy  has  some  little  chickens ! ” 

Nancy  ran  to  see  them. 
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Six  little  chickens  looked  out 
from  under  Biddy. 

" Peep  ! Peep  ! ” they  said. 

" Cluck  ! Cluck  ! ” said  Biddy. 

Soon  all  the  children  had  come 
to  school. 

They  saw  six  yellow  chickens 
and  their  mother,  Biddy. 

" Peep  ! Peep  ! Peep  ! ” 
the  children  heard. 

Six  little  chickens 
were  out  of  their  shells. 

" Peep  ! Peep  ! Peep  ! ” 

" Oh,  Miss  Brown,”  said  Tom. 

" Let’s  take  the  little  chickens 
out  from  under  Biddy.” 

" All  right,”  said  Miss  Brown. 

" I will  do  it  for  you.” 

She  slipped  her  hand  under  Biddy. 
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She  took  one  yellow  chicken 
out  of  the  nest. 

Then  she  took  another 
and  another. 

" Six  little  chickens  are  out 
of  their  shells,”  said  Miss  Brown. 

" Peep  ! Peep  ! Peep  ! Peep ! ” 
said  the  little  chickens. 
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" Let’s  feed  Biddy’s  chicks. 

They  must  be  hungry,” 
said  Polly. 

" They  were  in  their  shells 
twenty-one  days,”  said  Nancy. 

" Baby  chickens  do  not  eat 
the  first  day,”  said  Miss  Brown. 

" We  will  feed  them  tomorrow.” 

" Tomorrow  we  can  give  them 
some  of  the  chicken  feed 
that  Bill  brought,”  said  Roy. 
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Miss  Brown  took  Biddy 
off  her  nest  so  that  the  children 
could  see  the  eggs. 

" I see  holes  in  the  shells  ! ” 
said  Polly. 

" Yes,”  said  Miss  Brown. 

" The  little  chickens 
in  the  shells  made  the  holes. 

Soon  they  will  be  out 
of  their  shells.” 
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The  next  morning  Miss  Brown 
took  Biddy  off  her  nest. 

Six  more  yellow  baby  chickens 
were  in  the  nest. 

" Peep  ! Peep  ! ” they  said 
when  Miss  Brown  put  them 
into  the  basket. 

" Biddy  and  her  chicks  must  move 
to  their  home  in  the  yard  now,” 
said  Miss  Brown. 

Miss  Brown  took  Biddy 
into  the  yard. 

Tom  took  her  little  chickens 
in  the  basket. 

Biddy  and  her  little  chickens 
liked  their  home  in  the  yard. 

While  they  scratched  about, 

Biddy  said,  " Cluck  ! Cluck  ! ” 

Her  chickens  said,  " Peep  ! Peep ! ” 
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One  day  the  children  laughed 
and  laughed. 

Biddy  had  scratched  about 
and  got  a worm. 

She  gave  it  to  her  chicks. 

One  little  chicken  pulled  one  way. 

Another  pulled  the  other  way. 

Each  chick  wanted  the  worm. 

The  little  yellow  chickens 
liked  worms. 
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One  day  Biddy  and  her  chicks 
and  the  children  were  in  the  yard. 

" Hello,”  said  Bill. 

There  were  Sally  and  Bill 
and  their  father. 

" Hello,”  said  the  children. 

" Do  you  want  me  to  take  Biddy 
and  her  chicks  to  the  farm  now  ? ” 
asked  Sally. 

" Yes,  Sally,”  said  Miss  Brown. 

" It  is  time  for  them  to  go  back 
to  the  farm.” 

Sally  got  into  the  front  seat 
with  her  father. 

Bill  sat  in  the  back  seat 
with  Biddy  and  her  chickens. 

" Good-by  and  thank  you,” 
called  the  children. 

" Good-by  ! ” called  Sally  and  Bill. 
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Biddy  Did  These  Tilings 


set  nest  grass 

eggs  room  cluck 

1.  Looked  around  the ? 

2.  Scratched  in  the ? 

3.  Went  to  the ? 

4. Wanted  to ? 

5.  Was  turning  her ? . 

6.  Said ? 
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The  Circus 


The  Best  Surprise  of  All 

" I have  a surprise  for  you,” 

called  Father. 

" Guess  what  it  is,  Nancy.” 

" Are  we  going  to  the  zoo  to  see 

the  elephants  ? ” asked  Nancy. 
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"We  are  going  to  see  elephants, 
but  they  are  not  at  the  zoo,” 
said  Father. 

" Oh,  I can  guess  the  surprise  ! ” 
cried  Nancy. 

" We  are  going  to  the  circus.” 

" Tomorrow  we  go  ! ” said  Father. 
" That  is  the  best  surprise 
of  all,”  said  Nancy. 

Nancy  had  seen  pictures 
of  a circus  in  her  picture  book. 

But  she  had  never  seen  a circus. 
How  she  wanted  to  go  ! 

Circus  day  came. 

" I am  going,  too,”  said  Mother. 

" I would  not  miss  a circus ! ” 
Nancy  got  into  the  car. 

She  sat  in  the  front  seat 

with  Father  and  Mother. 
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Soon  Nancy  could  see  the  tops 
of  the  circus  tents. 

Very  soon  Father  said, 

" Here  we  are  at  the  circus. 

There  are  many  things  to  see.” 

They  all  three  got  out  of  the  car. 
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" Balloons  ! Balloons  ! ” 
called  a man. 

Father  bought  three  big  balloons. 
He  bought  one  for  Nancy. 

He  bought  one  for  Mother. 

He  held  up  a balloon  and  said, 

" This  one  is  for  me.” 
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" Peanuts  ! Peanuts  ! ” 
called  a man. 

Father  bought  some  peanuts. 

"A  bag  for  you,  Nancy,”  he  said. 

"A  bag  for  Mother. 

A bag  for  me.” 

He  bought  three  bags  of  peanuts 
for  the  elephants,  too. 

" Three  bags  of  peanuts 
for  the  elephants  ? ” asked  Nancy. 

"An  elephant  eats  many  peanuts 
because  he  is  so  big,”  said  Mother. 

"We  must  get  tickets 
if  we  want  to  go  to  the  circus,” 
said  Father. 

He  bought  three  tickets. 

"A  ticket  for  you,  Nancy. 

A ticket  for  Mother. 

And  a ticket  for  me,”  said  Father. 
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The  Animal  Tent 

They  all  went  into  the  animal  tent. 
They  went  to  see  the  monkeys 
and  elephants  and  giraffes. 

Nancy  held  her  bag  of  peanuts 
in  one  hand. 

She  held  her  balloon  in  the  other. 

" What  fun  ! ” she  said. 
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" Let’s  look  at  the  monkeys  first,” 
said  Nancy. 

Mother,  Father,  and  Nancy  stood 
and  looked  at  the  monkeys. 

The  monkeys  jumped  about 
and  made  funny  noises. 

They  looked  like  the  monkeys 
in  the  zoo. 

They  looked  like  the  monkeys 

in  Nancy’s  picture  book. 
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An  elephant  held  out 
his  funny  trunk  to  Nancy. 

" What  does  he  want  ? ” 

Nancy  asked  her  mother. 

" He  wants  some  peanuts,” 
Mother  told  her. 

Nancy  had  seen  an  elephant 
at  the  zoo. 

But  she  had  never  seen  so  many 
elephants. 
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Father  gave  the  elephants 
the  three  bags  of  peanuts. 

Mother  gave  them  her  peanuts,  too. 

Nancy  held  a peanut  in  her  hand. 

The  elephant  reached  out 
and  took  the  peanut  with  his  trunk. 

Then  he  put  it  into  his  mouth. 

He  took  another  peanut 
and  put  it  into  his  mouth. 

He  took  another  and  another. 

He  put  them  all  into  his  mouth. 

He  ate  all  of  Nancy’s  peanuts. 
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Then  Father,  Mother,  and  Nancy 
stood  and  looked  at  a giraffe. 

He  looked  just  like  the  picture 
of  a giraffe  in  Nancy’s  picture  book. 

" What  a long  neck  he  has  ! 

What  long  legs  he  has  ! 

And  there  are  spots  all  over  him  ! ” 
said  Nancy. 

The  giraffe  looked  at  Mother’s  hat. 

The  giraffe  liked  it. 

He  reached  down  his  long  neck 
over  the  top  of  the  pen. 

He  lifted  off  Mother’s  hat. 

" Stop  ! ” cried  Mother. 

But  the  giraffe  did  not  stop. 
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" Oh,  my  ! ” said  Mother. 

" There  went  my  best  hat ! ” 
Then  she  laughed. 

Nancy  and  Father  laughed,  too. 
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In  the  Big  Tent 

Then  they  went  into  the  big  tent. 
It  looked  just  like  the  circus  tent 
in  Nancy’s  picture  book. 

Father  gave  the  tickets  to  a man. 
Another  man  took  Nancy,  Mother, 
and  Father  to  their  seats. 

Nancy  could  hear  some  music. 
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She  saw  the  men  in  the  band. 

" What  pretty  red  suits  the  men 
in  the  band  have  ! ” said  Nancy. 

" The  band  looks  just  like 
the  circus  band  in  my  picture  book ! 
What  pretty  music  ! ” 
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A big  wagon  came  into  the  tent. 
It  was  pulled  by  six  black  horses. 
There  were  pretty  girls 
in  this  wagon. 

Men  rode  by  on  black  horses. 

A girl  in  a pretty  red  dress 
rode  by  on  a white  horse. 
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Next  came  the  elephants. 

One  by  one,  they  went 
around  the  tent. 

Each  elephant  held  the  tail 
of  the  one  in  front  of  him 
with  his  trunk. 
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A clown  band  came  by. 

The  clowns  had  on  funny  suits. 

This  band  did  not  play  music, 

but  it  made  a very  big  noise. 

Nancy  liked  the  clown  band. 
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A clown  and  a little  dog 


that  wagged  his  tail  came  by. 
The  clown  said,  " Jump  ! ” 

The  little  dog  jumped 
through  the  clown’s  hands. 

The  little  dog  rolled  over. 

He  sat  up  and  held  out  a paw. 
He  wanted  to  shake  hands. 
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The  band  began  to  play 
pretty  music  again. 

The  big  wagon  pulled 
by  the  six  black  horses 
went  out  of  the  tent. 

The  clown  band  went  out,  too. 

Everyone  went  out  — 
the  girl  in  the  pretty  red  dress, 
the  men  on  black  horses, 
the  clown  and  the  little  dog. 

Then  all  the  elephants  went  out, 
one  by  one. 
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" Is  the  circus  over  ? ” asked  Nancy. 
" Oh,  no,”  said  Mother. 

" It  has  just  started.” 

The  band  began  to  play  again. 
Three  elephants  came  into  the  tent. 
They  lifted  up  their  front  legs. 

A girl  in  a pretty  dress 
stood  on  one  elephant’s  trunk. 
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life 


Some  funny  clowns  came 

into  the  tent. 

One  was  very  tall. 

Around  his  neck  he  had 

a little  red  tie  with  spots  on  it. 

A tie  so  little  looked  funny 

on  the  tall  clown. 

The  other  clown  was  very  short. 

Around  his  neck  he  had 

a big  red  tie  with  spots  on  it. 

A tie  so  big  looked  funny 

on  the  short  fat  clown. 
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" What  a tall  clown ! ” said  Nancy. 

Mother  said,  " He  is  tall 

because  he  is  on  stilts.” 

" His  stilts  are  like  yours, 

but  they  are  very  long,”  said  Father. 

" His  funny  suit  hides  the  stilts,” 

Mother  told  Nancy. 

" Hello,”  called  the  tall  clown. 

" Hello,”  Nancy  called  back. 
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The  clowns  tried  to  shake  hands. 

The  short  fat  one  reached  up 

for  the  hand  of  the  tall  clown. 

The  tall  clown  reached  down 

for  the  hand  of  the  short  clown. 

They  could  not  shake  hands. 
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A little  dog  rode  into  the  tent 
on  a horse’s  back. 

The  horse  began  to  trot 
i around  and  around  the  ring. 

A man  held  up  a hoop. 

The  little  dog  jumped 
right  through  the  hoop 
to  the  horse’s  back. 

The  little  dog  jumped 
through  the  hoop  many  times. 
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" Bob  can  do  tricks,”  said  Nancy. 

" He  can  shake  hands, 
but  he  cannot  jump  through  a hoop.” 

Nancy  saw  many  things 
at  the  circus. 

She  liked  the  clowns  and  animals. 

She  liked  the  pretty  music. 

Then  the  circus  was  over. 

" Time  to  go  home,”  said  Father. 

" There  are  no  more  things  to  see ! ” 

The  three  of  them  got 
into  the  car. 

Nancy  sat  in  the  front  seat 
with  Mother  and  Father. 

Soon  they  reached  home. 

" I liked  the  circus  ! ” said  Nancy. 

" Thank  you,  Father. 

The  circus  was  the  best  surprise 
of  all.” 
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Did  Nancy  See 

1.  A dog  with  long  legs  ? 

2.  An  animal  that  rode  on  a horse  ? 

3.  A dog  in  a pretty  red  dress  ? 

4.  A giraffe  on  stilts  ? 

5.  A clown  with  a long  neck  ? 

6.  An  animal  that  put  peanuts 
into  his  mouth  with  his  trunk  ? 

•^7.  A monkey  with  a long  neck  ? 

8.  A giraffe  with  spots  at  the  zoo  ? 

9.  Animals  that  rolled  hoops  ? 
uA.0.  A dog  that  wagged  its  tail  ? 

11.  Men  in  pretty  suits  in  a band  ? 

12.  A monkey  that  tried  to  play  music? 

13.  An  animal’s  mouth  ? 

14.  An  elephant  with  spots  ? 

15.  A clown  on  stilts  ? > 

16.  Pretty  girls  in  a wagon  ? 
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Father 


is  a 

Fireman 


The  Siren  Blew  Louder  and  Louder 

" I hear  the  siren  ! ” called  Polly. 

" I hear  the  siren,  too  ! ” 
cried  the  other  children. 

How  the  siren  blew  ! 


" Here  comes  the  fire  truck  ! ” 
cried  the  children. 

The  siren  blew  louder  and  louder. 

" What  a noise  the  siren  makes  ! ” 
said  Tom. 

Everyone  got  out  of  the  way. 

Cars  pulled  out  of  the  way. 

The  siren  blew  louder  and  louder. 

The  fire  truck  went  by. 

The  siren  blew  louder  and  louder. 

The  children  saw  the  fire  truck 
go  on  down  the  street. 

" The  fire  truck  is  turning 
a corner,  so  we  cannot  see  it,” 
said  Tom. 

But  the  children  could  hear 
the  siren. 

Then  they  could  not  hear  it 


any  more. 
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Soon  the  fire  truck  came 
by  the  school  again. 

" I cannot  hear  the  siren, 
but  I can  hear  the  bell  ring,” 
said  Nancy. 

" The  bell  rings  when  the  fire 
is  out. 

Then  the  truck  is  on  its  way 
back  to  the  fire  station,” 
said  Polly. 
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The  children  could  not  see 
the  fire  truck. 

But  they  could  hear  its  bell. 

" Did  you  see  the  man 
in  the  white  coat  and  helmet  ? ” 
Polly  asked  Miss  Brown. 

" Yes,  Polly,”  said  Miss  Brown. 

" That  fireman  is  my  father. 

He  is  the  captain,”  said  Polly. 

" Polly,  will  you  find  out 
if  your  father  will  let  us  visit 
the  fire  station  ? ” asked  Miss  Brown. 

" Oh,  I know  he  will,”  said  Polly. 

The  next  morning,  when  Polly 
came  to  school,  she  was  very  happy. 

" Father  said  to  come  today,” 
she  told  Miss  Brown. 

" We  will  go  now,” 
said  Miss  Brown. 
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The  Fire  Station 

The  fire  station  was 
just  across  the  street 
and  around  the  corner. 

On  the  way  the  children 
looked  to  see  when  they  should  go 
across  the  street. 
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Soon  they  were  across  the  street 

and  around  the  corner. 

There  was  the  fire  station  ! 

There  was  Polly’s  father 

in  his  fireman’s  suit. 

" Hello,”  he  said  to  everyone. 

" Come  in,  I want  you  to  see 

the  fire  station.” 

" Hello,  Father,”  said  Polly. 

" We  want  to  see  the  fire  truck 

and  siren,  the  ladders  and  hose, 

and  so  many,  many  things.” 
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" I see  the  fire  truck,”  said  Tom. 

" I see  the  bell  and  siren 
on  the  front  of  the  fire  truck,” 
said  Roy. 

Then  Tom  said  to  the  captain, 

" When  we  children  hear  the  siren, 
we  do  not  go  across  the  street.” 

" That  is  just  the  way  to  do,” 
said  the  captain. 
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" There  are  a lot  of  ladders  ! ” 
said  Nancy. 

" Some  of  the  ladders  are  short 
and  some  of  the  ladders  are  long.” 
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"Now  and  then  there  is  a fire 
in  the  top  of  a tall  building,” 
said  Polly’s  father. 

" Then  firemen  must  have 
long  ladders  to  get  to  the  fire.” 

" What  a long  hose  ! ” said  Tom. 

" Firemen  must  have  a long  hose, 
too,  to  get  to  a fire  that  is 
in  the  top  of  a tall  building,” 
said  the  captain. 
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" How  big  around  the  hose  is  ! ” 
said  Polly. 

" If  there  is  a big  fire, 
firemen  must  have  a big  hose. 

They  must  have  water  in  a hurry 
to  put  out  the  fire,”  said  her  father. 

" See  the  red  helmets 
on  the  fire  truck,”  said  Nancy. 

" There  is  a white  one  there,  too,” 
said  Polly. 

" All  the  firemen  wear  red  helmets 
but  my  father. 

He  wears  a white  one 
because  he  is  the  captain. 

He  wears  a white  coat  too.” 

" I wear  a white  coat  and  helmet 
so  that  the  other  firemen  can  find 
me  when  there  is  a fire,” 

said  Polly’s  father. 
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" Why  do  you  have 
so  many  boots,  coats,  and  helmets 
on  the  fire  truck  ? ” asked  Nancy. 

"We  must  keep  our  boots  and  coats 
and  helmets  on  the  fire  truck,” 
said  Polly’s  father. 

"We  must  put  them  on  in  a hurry 
when  there  is  a fire  alarm.” 
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" Do  all  the  firemen  wear  boots  ? ” 
asked  Tom. 

"Yes,  they  do,”  said  the  captain. 

" There  are  boots  for  me. 

And  there  are  boots 
for  each  of  the  other  firemen 
who  ride  on  the  fire  truck.” 

" What  is  that  ? ” asked  Roy. 

" That  is  a net,”  the  captain 
told  him. 

"Now  and  then  there  is  a fire 
in  the  top  of  a tall  building. 

A man  is  in  the  building. 

He  cannot  get  out. 

A fireman  tells  him  to  jump. 

The  man  jumps  from  the  top 
of  the  building  right  into  the  net.” 

" I have  never  seen  a man  jump 

into  a net,”  said  Miss  Brown. 
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"Now  and  then  my  father  sleeps 
at  the  fire  station,”  said  Polly. 

" Where  does  he  sleep  ? ” 
asked  Tom. 

" Come  upstairs  and  you  will  see 
where  I sleep,”  said  the  captain. 

Everyone  went  upstairs. 

" Here  is  my  room,” 
said  the  captain. 

" And  here  is  my  bed.” 
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" Who  makes  your  bed  ? ” 
asked  Tom. 

" Oh,  I make  my  bed,” 
said  Polly’s  father. 

"All  our  firemen  make  their  beds.” 

" I should  like  to  sleep 
in  the  fire  station,”  said  Roy. 

" Now  I will  put  some  boots 
and  trousers  by  my  bed,” 
said  the  captain. 

He  put  each  leg 
of  the  trousers  over  a boot. 

" This  is  the  way  all  firemen 
do  when  they  go  to  bed. 

Now  the  boots  and  trousers  are 
all  ready  to  wear  to  a fire. 

I can  put  them  on  in  a hurry 
when  the  fire  alarm  rings,” 

said  Polly’s  father. 
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" What  is  that  ? ” asked  Nancy. 

A big  pole  ran  downstairs 
from  the  top  of  the  room 
through  a hole  in  the  floor. 

" That  is  my  fireman’s  pole. 

If  the  fire  alarm  rings 
while  I am  upstairs,  I must  get 
downstairs  in  a hurry,” 
said  the  captain. 
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i "Do  you  slide  down  the  pole  ? ” 
I asked  Tom. 

I " Oh,  yes,”  said  the  captain. 

" I go  right  through  the  hole 
in  the  floor. 

> This  is  the  way  I do  it.” 

*.  Away  he  went  down  the  pole 
through  the  hole  in  the  floor  ! 

He  was  downstairs  in  a hurry. 


The  captain  came  upstairs  again. 

" Here  is  the  room 
where  the  other  firemen  sleep,” 
he  said. 

" Each  fireman  has  a bed. 

Each  fireman  keeps  the  legs 
of  his  trousers  over  his  boots 
just  the  way  I do.” 

There  was  another  fireman’s  pole 
that  ran  downstairs  through  a hole 
in  the  floor. 

" The  firemen  must  always 
get  downstairs  in  a hurry 
when  there  is  a fire  alarm,” 
said  the  captain. 

" It  would  be  fun  to  have 
a fireman’s  pole  at  home,”  said  Roy. 

u Then  I could  go  to  breakfast 
in  a hurry.” 
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Then  they  all  went  downstairs. 

There  they  saw  a fireman 
at  a desk. 

" I take  the  call  when  there  is 
a fire,”  this  fireman  said. 

" Then  I ring  the  fire  alarm 
to  tell  the  firemen  to  get  ready 
to  go  to  a fire. 

How  they  all  hurry 
when  they  hear  the  fire  alarm  ! 
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Good-by  to  tbe  Fire  Station 

" Now  it  is  time  to  go  back 
to  school,”  said  Miss  Brown. 

" May  we  visit  the  fire  station 
again  ? ” asked  the  children. 

" Oh,  yes,”  said  the  captain. 

" Do  come  again.” 

" Good-by,  Father,”  said  Polly. 

" Good-by,  Polly,”  said  her  father. 

" Good-by  and  thank  you,” 
called  everyone. 

When  the  children  reached 
the  corner,  they  heard  the  siren. 

Out  of  the  fire  station 
the  fire  truck  came. 

On  it  was  Polly’s  father. 

He  had  on  his  white  coat 
and  helmet. 
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The  children  stood  on  the  corner 
while  the  fire  truck  went  by. 

Away  it  went  down  the  street ! 

Everyone  got  out  of  its  way. 

Cars  pulled  out  of  its  way. 

The  siren  blew  louder  and  louder. 

The  bell  did  not  ring. 

Soon  the  children  could  not  see 
the  fire  truck,  but  they  could  hear 
the  siren. 

" Now  I cannot  hear  it  any  more,” 
said  Polly. 
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Find  the  Picture 


1.  The  captain  upstairs 

2.  Trousers  and  boots 

3.  A fireman’s  pole 

4.  The  firemen  and  net 

5.  A tall  building 

6.  The  captain’s  bed 

7.  The  fireman’s  hose 

8.  Man  who  jumped  to  net 
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T o Market ! 

To  Market! 


A Bus  Ride 

It  was  early,  but  all  the  children 
were  at  school. 

They  did  not  want  to  miss  the  bus. 
They  were  going  to  the  market, 
and  the  bus  was  going  to  take  them. 
There  would  be  many  things  to  see. 
" Here  comes  the  bus ! ” called  Roy. 
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A big  bus  came  down  the  street. 
It  stopped  in  front  of  the  school. 

" Come  ! ” said  Miss  Brown. 
"We  are  off  to  the  market.” 

" To  market ! To  market ! 

To  buy  a fat  pig  ! ” said  Tom. 
Everyone  laughed. 

" No,  Tom,”  said  Miss  Brown. 

" Biddy  and  Snowball  may  visit 
us,  but  I will  not  have  a pig 
in  my  room  at  school.” 

Everyone  got  on  the  bus. 

The  driver  started  the  bus. 

At  the  next  corner 
the  bus  came  to  a stop. 

The  driver  looked  up  and  down 
the  street. 

Then  he  started  the  bus  again. 
They  rode  through  many  streets. 
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There  was  more  and  more  noise. 
There  were  more  and  more  trucks. 
Every  truck  driver  tried  to  hurry. 
Every  truck  driver  blew  his  horn. 
The  horns  blew  louder  and  louder. 
The  streets  were  full  of  trucks 
and  noise. 
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Many  big  trucks  went  by. 

After  a while  the  bus  stopped 
again. 

Horns  blew  louder  and  louder. 

There  was  lots  of  noise. 

" There  is  a policeman,” 
said  the  driver. 

"We  must  wait  for  him  to  tell  us 
to  go  across  the  street.” 
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Then  the  policeman  held  up 
his  hand  to  stop  the  trucks. 

The  bus  began  to  move  again. 

It  stopped  in  front 
of  a big  long  building. 

Miss  Brown  and  the  children 
got  out  of  the  bus. 

They  went  into  the  market. 

Here  they  could  not  hear  the  noise. 


In  the  Market 

A big  man  with  a white  coat 
and  a straw  hat  on 
came  to  meet  them. 

" Good  morning  ! ” he  said. 

" Good  morning ! ” said  the  children. 

" This  is  Mr.  Green,” 
said  Miss  Brown. 

" He  works  here  in  the  market 


every  day.” 


136 


" May  we  see  the  market, 

Mr.  Green?”  asked  Roy. 

" Why,  yes,”  said  Mr.  Green. 

" Come  this  way  with  me.” 

Many  people  were  going 
here  and  there  in  the  long  building. 
They  were  going  to  buy  food. 
Many  men  were  busy  going 
here  and  there  to  help  these  people. 
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" Look  at  the  chickens  and  ducks/’ 
said  Roy. 

" And  the  apples  and  oranges/’ 
said  Nancy. 

" There  are  baskets  of  greens,  too,” 
said  Polly. 

" There  are  many  little  markets 
in  the  big  market,”  said  Tom. 
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" Where  does  so  much  food 
come  from  ? ” Roy  asked  Mr.  Green. 

" It  comes  from  farms,” 

Mr.  Green  told  him. 

" Some  of  it  comes  from  the  farms 
in  trucks. 

More  trucks  take  the  food 
from  the  market  to  stores 
all  over  the  city.” 

" Then  people  buy  the  food 
at  the  stores  ! ” said  Roy. 

" Many  people  buy  their  food 
at  stores,”  said  Mr.  Green. 

" But  some  people  come 
to  the  market  to  buy  their  food. 

You  can  see  how  many  people 
are  here  today. 

It  takes  a lot  of  food  to  feed 


a big  city.” 
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" When  do  the  first  trucks  get  here 
in  the  morning  ? ” asked  Roy. 

" The  first  ones  are  here  early 
in  the  morning,”  said  Mr.  Green. 

" They  come  and  go  all  day  long. 

Soon  after  the  first  trucks 
drive  in,  men  come  to  buy  food 
for  their  stores. 

Many  trucks  must  be  here  to  take 
away  the  food  the  men  have  bought.” 
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Many  people  were  going 
here  and  there  in  the  long  building. 

Many  men  in  the  market 
were  busy  going  here  and  there 
to  help  the  people  buy  food. 

All  the  men  in  the  market  had 
hats  and  coats  like  Mr.  Green’s. 
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Polly  looked  at  one  man 
and  then  at  another  in  the  market. 

" Mr.  Green,”  she  said,  " why  do 
all  the  men  in  the  market 
wear  white  coats  ? ” 

"We  wear  white  coats 
because  we  like  to  look  clean. 

Men  who  look  after  the  food 
for  the  city  should  be  clean,” 
said  Mr.  Green. 
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" Why  do  all  the  men  who  work 
in  the  market  wear  straw  hats  ? ” 
asked  Polly. 

Mr.  Green  laughed. 

" I never  could  find  out 
about  the  hats,”  he  said. 

" Why  do  you  run  and  jump 
and  play,  Polly  ? ” 

" Because  I like  to,”  said  Polly. 

" That  must  be  why  we  wear 
straw  hats,”  said  Mr.  Green. 

" We  wear  them  because  we  like  to.” 
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Minnie 


Just  then  a little  yellow  cat 
ran  out  from  behind  a box. 

" Oh,  see  the  cat ! ” cried  Nancy. 

" That  is  Minnie,”  said  Mr.  Green. 

" She  is  busy  all  day  long. 

She  keeps  the  mice 
out  of  the  market.” 

" She  ran  behind  that  basket,” 
cried  Tom. 

" She  must  have  seen  some  mice ! ” 
said  Nancy. 
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" Mice  ! ” cried  a fat  woman 
with  a basket  of  eggs.  " Where  ? ” 
She  lifted  her  dress 
and  jumped  up  on  a box. 

Swish  ! Swish  ! Swish  ! 

Minnie  flew  by  again. 

A basket  of  oranges  tipped  over. 
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The  oranges  rolled  around 
on  the  floor. 

" Let  us  get  them  for  you, 
Mr.  Green,”  said  the  children. 

They  ran  in  and  out  to  get 
the  oranges. 

They  put  them  all  back 
into  the  basket. 
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Then  they  saw  Minnie  again. 

She  jumped  up  on  a box  and  purred. 

She  looked  like  a very  happy  cat. 

The  fat  woman  got  down 
off  the  box. 

" I did  not  see  any  mice,”  she  said. 

And  off  she  went  with  her  eggs. 

" Did  Minnie  get  the  mice  ? ” 
asked  Tom. 

" I do  not  know,”  said  Mr.  Green, 

" but  Minnie  can  count.” 
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" Did  you  say  that  Minnie 
can  count  ? ” asked  Polly. 

" Yes,”  said  Mr.  Green,  " Minnie 
can  count  kittens  and  mice.” 

" How  can  you  tell  ? ” asked  Nancy. 
" She  has  three  kittens,” 
said  Mr.  Green. 

" If  she  gets  three  mice, 
she  takes  one  to  each  kitten.” 

Then  Mr.  Green  said, 

" I can  count  children  and  oranges.” 
He  gave  each  of  the  children 
a big  round  orange. 

" Thank  you,  Mr.  Green,” 
said  the  children. 

" The  bus  will  be  ready  to  take  us 
back  to  school  now,”  said  Miss  Brown. 
" Good-by,”  said  everyone. 

" Come  again,”  said  Mr.  Green. 
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Who  Is  It? 


1. 1 drive  a truck. 

2. 1 keep  the  mice  out  of  the  market. 

3.  People  ride  in  my  bus. 

4.  I wait  for  the  policeman 

to  tell  me  when  to  go  across  the  street. 

5.  I wear  a white  coat  and  a straw  hat. 

6.  I tell  the  driver  of  the  bus 
when  to  go  across  the  street. 
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Tom  Buys 


Off  Downtown 

" Mother  ! Mother  ! ” called  Tom. 

He  had  just  come  home  from  school 
and  he  wanted  to  find  Mother. 

He  ran  through  the  house. 

" Mother ! Mother  ! ” he  called. 

" Here  I am,”  said  Mother. 

" Mother,  Polly  is  going 
to  have  a birthday. 

I want  very  much  to  give 
her  a present,”  said  Tom. 
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" You  may  give  Polly 
a birthday  present,”  said  Mother. 

" What  should  you  like 
to  give  her  ? ” 

" I know  just  what  I want  to  get 
Polly  for  her  birthday. 

But  we  shall  have  to  go  downtown 
to  get  it,”  said  Tom. 

" All  right,  Tom,”  said  Mother. 

" I can  go  with  you  tomorrow.” 

" Oh,  thank  you,  Mother,” 
said  Tom. 

Then  he  ran  upstairs. 

He  wanted  to  count  his  money. 

He  was  very  happy 
because  he  was  going 
to  buy  Polly  a birthday  present. 

He  was  going  to  buy  it 
in  the  big  store  downtown. 
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Early  the  next  morning  Mother 
and  Tom  were  ready  to  go  downtown. 

Oft  they  went,  hand  in  hand, 
to  the  bus  stop. 

" What  a good  time  we  shall  have 
this  morning  ! ” said  Tom. 

They  always  had  a good  time 
when  they  went  downtown. 
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Soon  the  bus  came  down  the  street. 
Tom  and  Mother  stepped  into  it. 
Mother  gave  the  driver  some  money. 
He  started  the  bus. 

Mother  and  Tom  took  their  seats. 
They  were  on  their  way  downtown. 
Soon  they  would  be  in  the  city. 
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Tom  saw  the  houses  go  by. 

Then  he  could  see  tall  buildings. 
He  could  see  the  top  of  the  store 
where  he  was  going  to  buy 
Polly’s  birthday  present. 

Then  the  bus  came 
to  the  bus  station. 

Mother  and  Tom  got  off  the  bus. 
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Mother  and  Tom  had  to  go 
across  the  busy  city  street. 

There  were  always  many  cars 
and  trucks  in  the  city  street. 

Horns  blew  louder  and  louder. 

A policeman  stood  in  the  street. 

He  held  up  his  hand. 

All  the  cars  and  trucks  stopped. 

Then  the  people  started 
across  the  street  in  a hurry. 
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The  Big  Store 

Soon  Tom  and  Mother  came 
to  the  door  of  the  big  store. 

It  was  a funny  door  made  of  glass. 
"Go  into  the  big  glass  door  first,” 
Mother  told  Tom. 

Tom  liked  to  make  the  glass  door 
go  round  and  round. 
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The  store  was  a big,  big  one. 

Tom  looked  through  the  store. 

He  saw  many  counters. 

On  each  counter  were 
many,  many  pretty  things. 

" What  a big  store  ! ” said  Tom. 

" What  a pretty  one ! ” said  Mother. 
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Tom  and  Mother  went  by  a counter 
with  a lot  of  handkerchiefs  on  it. 

" Does  Polly  like  handkerchiefs  ? ” 
asked  Mother. 

" Yes,  she  does,”  said  Tom. 

" But  I do  not  want  to  buy  her 
a handkerchief.” 

They  went  by  a counter 
with  a lot  of  pretty  flowers  on  it. 

" These  flowers  are  pretty,” 
said  Mother. 

” Yes,  they  are,”  said  Tom. 

" But  I do  not  want  to  buy 
a flower  or  a handkerchief. 

I want  to  buy  Polly  a present 
that  is  fun. 

I know  just  what  I want 
to  buy  her.” 

" All  right,”  said  Mother. 
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Tom  and  Mother  came 
to  the  elevators. 

There  were  many,  many  elevators 
in  the  big  store. 

Some  elevators  took  people  up,  up 
to  the  other  floors  of  the  store. 

Other  elevators  took  people  down, 
down  to  the  floor  where  Mother 
and  Tom  were. 

Tom  always  liked  to  go  up 
in  an  elevator. 

" Here  is  an  elevator,” 
he  said  to  Mother. 

Mother  stepped  into  the  elevator. 

Tom  stepped  in  behind  her. 

They  went  up  to  the  next  floor. 

" Hats  ! Coats  ! ” called  the  girl 
who  ran  the  elevator. 

The  elevator  stopped. 

160 


Many  people  got  off. 

The  elevator  went  up,  up  again. 
" Toys  ! Toys  ! ” called  the  girl. 
" I can  buy  Polly’s  present 
on  this  floor,”  said  Tom. 

" All  right,”  said  Mother. 

The  elevator  stopped. 

Mother  and  Tom  stepped  off 
the  elevator. 
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Tom  took  Mother 
to  the  toy  counters. 

On  one  counter  were  toy  cars. 

On  another  were  toy  fire  trucks. 
On  another  counter  were  horns, 
balls,  and  many  other  toys. 
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On  another  counter  were  toys 
made  of  wood. 

There  were  people  made  of  wood. 

There  was  a fat,  round  policeman. 

There  was  a funny  little  clown. 

There  were  horses  and  elephants, 
goats  and  giraffes,  dogs  and  cats, 
all  of  them  made  of  wood. 
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The  Little  Monkey 

Tom  did  not  want  to  buy 
a goat  or  a giraffe,  a dog  or  a cat, 
a horse  or  an  elephant. 

He  wanted  to  buy  Polly 
a little  monkey  made  of  wood. 

" Have  you  a little  monkey 
made  of  wood  ? ” Tom  asked 
the  woman  behind  the  counter. 

" Here  is  a monkey  made  of  wood. 

And  see  what  he  can  do ! ” 
said  the  woman. 

She  put  the  little  monkey 
up  on  one  end  of  a board. 

She  tipped  the  board  a little. 

Plop,  plop,  plop,  plop,  plop, 
went  the  monkey  down 
to  the  other  end  of  the  board. 
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Then  Tom  put  the  monkey 

up  on  one  end  of  the  board. 

He  tipped  the  board  a little. 

Plop,  plop,  plop,  plop,  plop, 

went  the  monkey  down  the  board. 

Then  Mother  tipped  the  board. 

She  made  the  little  monkey 

go  down  to  the  end  of  the  board. 

" This  monkey  is  just  what  I want,” 

Tom  said  to  the  woman 

behind  the  counter. 
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" I brought  my  money,” 

Tom  told  Mother. 

He  gave  the  woman  his  money. 
She  took  his  money 
and  gave  him  the  little  monkey. 

Then  Tom  and  Mother  were  ready 
to  go  home. 
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Tom  and  Mother  came 
to  the  elevator. 

Mother  stepped  into  it. 

Tom  stepped  in  behind  her. 

Down,  down  they  went 
to  the  first  floor. 

Tom  and  Mother  stepped  off 
the  elevator. 

They  went  by  the  counter 
with  the  flowers  on  it. 

They  went  by  the  counter 
with  the  handkerchiefs  on  it. 

They  came  to  the  big  glass  door. 

Tom  stepped  into  the  door. 

And  so  did  Mother. 

Tom  made  the  big  glass  door 
go  round  and  round. 

Then  Mother  and  Tom  were 

in  the  busy  city  street  again. 
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Polly’s  Birthday 

The  day  of  Polly’s  birthday  came. 
Tom  took  the  little  monkey 
and  the  board  to  school. 

He  ran  all  the  way  to  school. 

He  got  there  very  early. 

Soon  Polly  came  to  school,  too. 
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" Happy  birthday,  Polly ! ” 
called  Tom. 

Then  he  gave  her  his  present. 

"Thank  you  very  much,”  said  Polly. 

" But  what  shall  I do 

with  the  monkey?” 

" This  is  what  you  do,”  said  Tom. 
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Tom  put  the  little  monkey 
on  the  board. 

He  tipped  one  end  of  the  board. 

The  little  monkey  went 
plop,  plop,  plop,  plop,  plop, 
down  the  board. 

Polly  laughed. 

She  put  the  monkey  on  the  board. 

Then  she  made  it  go  plop,  plop, 
down  the  board. 

" This  birthday  present 
is  lots  of  fun  ! ” she  said. 

Then  Nancy  tried  to  make 
the  monkey  go  plop,  plop,  plop, 
down  to  the  end  of  the  board. 

She  could  not  make  him  do  it. 

She  tried  again. 

This  time  the  little  monkey 
went  plop,  plop  down  the  board. 
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Each  of  the  children  made 
the  monkey  go  plop,  plop,  plop, 
down  the  board. 

" What  fun  ! ” they  all  said. 

" Let’s  name  my  little  monkey,” 
said  Polly. 

" What  shall  we  name  him  ? ” 
asked  Miss  Brown. 
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" Let’s  not  name  him  just 
Mr.  Monkey,”  said  Polly. 

Then  Tom  said,  " I know  ! 

Let’s  name  him  Mr.  Monk  ! ” 

" Mr.  Monk  ! Mr.  Monk  ! I like 
that  name  very  much,”  said  Polly. 

" Yes,  Mr.  Monk  is  a good  name,” 
said  Miss  Brown. 

So  after  that  day 
the  little  monkey  made  of  wood 
was  always  Mr.  Monk. 
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Word  List 


We  Live  in  a City  introduces  a total  of  223  new  words. 
No  more  than  three  of  these  new  words  appear  for  the  first 
time  on  any  one  page  and  all  new  words  are  repeated  at 
least  five  times.  Except  for  the  addition  of  s and  ’s  every 
form  is  counted  as  a new  word.  The  appearance  of  the 
new  words  by  pages  is  indicated  below. 


Page 

Page 

Page 

6.  pets 

17.  tricks 

desk 

7.  surprise 
very 

dog 

let 

28.  cat 

29.  heard 

hand 

18.  shake 

noise 

8.  girl 

19.  held 

baa 

9.  lifted 

paw 

30.  just 

lid 

over 

31.  kid 

10.  room 

20.  any 

goat 

wanted 

table 

visit 

Nancy 

21.  stood 

32.  everything 

11.  guess 

front 

34.  hat 

Roy 

22.  move 

flowers 

12.  when 

around 

hair 

kitten 

23.  ate 

35.  should 

white 

wagged 

36.  give 

13.  Whitie 

tail 

told 

purred 

24.  best 

every 

14.  play 

sat 

37.  yard 

rolled 

25.  these 

grass 

floor 

things 

weeds 

15.  jumped 

brought 

40.  hide 

lap 

26.  Snowball 

began 

everyone 

27.  box 

43.  car 

16.  home 

under 

fender 
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44.  or 
tie 

47.  red 
if 

48.  seat 

49.  much 
set 

51.  black 
liked 

53.  because 
know 

54.  corner 
nest 
clean 

55.  wait 
twelve 

57.  while 
pen 
keep 

58.  tomorrow 

60.  next 

61.  slipped 
hatch 

62.  each 

63.  long 
twenty-one 
never 

64.  many 

66.  gave 
worm 

67.  scratched 
about 

68.  turning 
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70.  early 
six 

71.  seen 
shell 

72.  yellow 

75.  holes 

77.  pulled 
way 

80.  circus 

81.  zoo 
elephants 

82.  pictures 
book 

83.  tops 
tents 
three 

84.  balloons 
man 
bought 

85.  peanuts 
bag 
tickets 

86.  animal 
monkeys 
giraffes 

88.  trunk 

89.  reached 
mouth 

90.  neck 
legs 
spots 

92.  hear 
music 

175 


Page 

93.  band 
suits 

94.  rode 
dress 

96.  clown 

97.  jump 

99.  started 

100.  tad 
short 
fat 

101.  stilts 

103.  ring 
hoop 

104.  cannot 

106.  fireman 

107.  siren 
blew 
louder 

108.  fire 
truck 
street 

109.  bell 
station 

110.  coat 
helmet 
captain 

111.  across 

112.  ladders 
hose 

114.  lot 

115.  building 
firemen 

116.  hurry 


Page 

wear 

117.  why 
boots 
alarm 

118.  net 

120.  sleeps 
upstairs 
bed 

121.  trousers 

122.  pole 
downstairs 

124.  always 

125.  teb 

130.  market 

131.  bus 

132.  stopped 
buy 
driver 


Page 

133.  horn 

134.  pobceman 

136.  Mr. 

Green 

137.  people 
food 
busy 

138.  oranges 

139.  stores 
city 

144.  Minnie 
behind 
mice 

145.  woman 
tipped 

147.  count 

148.  round 

150.  birthday 
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present 

151.  downtown 

152.  money 
154.  stepped 

157.  door 
glass 

158.  counters 

159.  handkerchiefs 

160.  elevators 
162.  toys 

164.  wood 

165.  end 
board 
plop 

172.  name 

173.  Monk 
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